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No Justice or Accountability in Murder of Freddie Gray

Washington, DC — Earlier this week, all charges related to the 2015 detainment and death of
Freddie Gray against the three remaining officers were dropped. The Asian Pacific American
Labor Alliance, AFL-CIO (APALA) is disappointed in the prosecutors’ decision to drop all
charges and demands justice and accountability for all Black lives.

“It's extremely unfortunate that the prosecutors dropped all charges in this case,” stated APALA
National President Johanna Hester. “However, what we’ve withessed already in this case — the
acquittal of three police officers of any and all charges — shows how broken our criminal justice
system is. Without substantive reforms in the system and a cultural shift in how people
perceive Black folks, we can’t move towards any type of racial justice.”

Earlier this year, Baltimore Police Officers Brian Rice, Edward Nero, and Caesar Goodson, Jr.
were all acquitted of charges in their involvement in the case. The lack of justice and
accountability for Black deaths remains all too recent with the July murders of Delrawn Small,
Alton Sterling, and Philando Castile.

“Blacks folks have every right to be angry at the state-sanctioned targeting of their bodies.
Freddie Gray. Alton Sterling. Sandra Bland. Eric Garner. The list goes on and on,” added
APALA Executive Director Gregory A. Cendana. “We can’t — we refuse — to normalize Black
deaths. | echo my disappointment with the recent news of prosecutors dropping all charges.
But it's sad to say that had those gone to trial, the result would have been the same. Without
Black liberation, none of us can be free. That’'s something we need to remember.”

APALA stands firmly with #BlackLivesMatter and the Movement for Black Lives and call for all
Asian American and Pacific Islanders to join us in organizing for Black liberation.
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The Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance (APALA), AFL-CIO was founded in 1992 as the first and only
national organization for Asian Pacific American union members to advance worker, immigrant and civil rights.
For more information, visit www.apalanet.org and follow @APALAnational
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