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Founded in 1992, APALA is the first and only national 
organization of Asian Pacific American union members 
to advance worker, immigrant, and civil rights. As a 
membership based organization, APALA has 17 Chapters 
in 12 states, serving as a bridge connecting Asian Pacific 

Americans (APAs) with the broader labor movement. In 2011, to ensure broader 
education, civic engagement and capacity building for APAs, we established the 
Institute for Asian Pacific American Leadership & Action.  

12th Biennial Convention: Our Strength, Our Voice: 
Leading the Way!
APALA’s 12th Biennial Convention took Las 
Vegas by storm with nearly 500 attendees 
including rank and file members, retirees, 
students, young leaders, and public officials. 
The convention served as a great opportunity 
for all to engage in lively and uplifting debates 
that promised to inspire new strategies and forge 
new alliances. This year’s theme, Our Strength, 
Our Voice: Leading the Way!, was enforced by 
various workshops addressing current pressing 
issues and plenaries about community & labor 
partnerships, youth organizing & leadership 
development, and the fight for immigration 
reform. Experienced and young leaders alike 
were able to come together to share their 
inspirational stories of struggle and success.  
They collaborated to find innovative and 
creative ways to continue the fight for economic 
justice, insuring their voices are heard. 

Congressman Mike Honda joins APALA leaders to engage 
young leaders

APALA 1st Vice President Josie Camacho leads convention 
attendees to rally for comprehensive immigration reform

About  
APALA

“Upon its founding, APALA’s 
mission was to advocate 
and advance immigrant, 
worker, and civil rights. 
Over two decades later, 
APALA stays faithful to its 
original purpose and works 
endlessly in the hopes 
of building a brighter 
future for those suffering 
from social and economic 
injustice. The time is now 
for APA’s to rise and take 
a stand for immigration 
reform that doesn’t focus 
on the militarization of 
our borders, but rather 
the reunification of our 
families.”

– Johanna Puno Hester,  
APALA National President
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The impact and scope of APALA’s 2013 Convention:
■■ 3 plenaries on immigration, community  

& labor partnerships, and youth organizing & 
leadership development

■■ 18 resolutions passed, including global labor 
solidarity and transgender inclusiveness,

■■ 6 union leaders addressed convention, the most 
in APALA’s history

■■ Convention attendees participated in 2 
separate actions, rallying for immigration 
reform and picketing in solidarity with the 
Cosmopolitan Hotel & Casino Workers

■■ Young Leaders Summit and Senior Retiree 
Summit preceding convention

■■ 84 youth and young workers

■■ 49 scholarships to young leaders

■■ 4 inaugural regional caucuses and 6 union 
caucuses

■■ 7 Asian Pacific American performing artists

■■ Senator Hirono addressed convention 
attendees as the first Asian American Woman 
Senator. She was also the second Asian 
American Senator to address the convention, 
following the late and honorable Daniel Inouye

■■ Over 20 unions represented at convention 

■■ Nearly 20 Asian, South Asian, and Pacific 
Islander DREAMers present at convention

■■ Over 15 ethnicity and languages represented

Over 90 Young Leaders nationwide convened for the 1st Young Leaders Summit

Young Leaders Summit:
APALA experienced yet another first through 
its inaugural Young Leaders Summit. Young 
APA workers, students, activists, and allies from 
all over the country gathered for a day-long 
summit before the convention. The summit 
included workshops, strategy sessions, and 
critical dialogue on the future of the APA 
labor community. Participants gained valuable 
knowledge about issues surrounding worker 
and immigrant rights while strengthening 
their ability to collectively fight for the labor 
movement. The Summit was designed to 
encourage mentorship and dialogue between 
generations and inspire young leaders to 
continue the fight for social and economic 
justice.

Participants of the Summit were also invited 
to attend the convention, which allowed 
young leaders to experience the impact of 
the groundwork that was laid by APALA 
intergenerational leaders. Youth participants 
took part in plenaries and workshops geared 
towards issues that significantly impact the APA, 
immigrant, and working family communities. 
These issues included LGBT equality, civic 
engagement, immigration reform, healthcare 
reform, and higher education. With the 
institution of the YLC and the convening of 
the Youth Leaders Summit, APALA continues 
to build a multicultural and multigenerational 
labor movement steadfastly following a path 
towards economic and social justice for all.

Convention continued

“I believe in APALA’s core 
mission of supporting 
working families so that 
everyone has a real chance 
at the American Dream. 
That includes fighting for 
a livable wage, pushing 
hard for comprehensive 
immigration reform, and 
supporting workers and 
their unions. It was an 
honor to speak at the 
12th Biennial Convention 
and meet with members 
from all areas of the labor 
movement and hear their 
stories. Mahalo to APALA 
for their advocacy and 
leadership – I look forward 
to continuing our work 
on behalf of APA families 
across the nation.”

– Senator Mazie Hirono 
(D-HI)
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Seasoned Worker Summit
Prior to the kickoff of APALA’s 2013 Convention, APA workers, 
organizers, and retirees came together for the first ever Seasoned 
Worker Summit. The half-day summit provided a space for seasoned 
veterans of the labor movements to network and share resources 
to collaborate on issues impacting the greater APA community. 
APA seniors and retirees discussed significant changes that have 
occurred since the founding of APALA and voiced concerns about 
the disconnect many in the younger generations have with unions. 
During a post-summit intergenerational reception, participants were 
able to pass on wisdom gained from years of experience to young, 
passionate leaders from across the nation and help integrate future 
generations into the organization.

Participants from the Young Leaders 
Summit and Senior Retiree Summit are 
welcomed by perspective emcees at the 
Generations in Action Reception

Immigration and Culinary Workers Action
APALA leaders marched out of Bally’s and 
made their way into the streets of Las Vegas to 
demand economic justice for all working and 
immigrant families. Over 500 participants rallied 
in the streets to support passing comprehensive 
immigration reform. Attendees later joined the 
Culinary Workers Local 226 picket lines to 
demand fair contracts at the Cosmopolitan Hotel 
in solidarity. APALA continues to advocate and 
march for worker, immigrant, and civil rights.  

Chapter Highlights
Alameda

The Alameda Chapter kicked off the year with a 
lunar new year celebration featuring CA Assembly 
Member Rob Bonta and Alameda County 
Supervisor Wilma Chan. After co-hosting a 
community townhall about immigration reform, 
the chapter mobilized their members and partners 
to participate in phone-banking activities to help 
educate the community. Members also heavily 
supported BART workers during their contract 
negotiations and strikes.

Los Angeles

The LA Chapter continues to act as the lead on 
the Chinatown Campaign against Walmart, 
co-filing a lawsuit against the City of LA 
over issuing permits for Walmart to build in 
Chinatown without a proper chance for the 
public to respond. The chapter co-hosted an 
immigration townhall with LCLAA, AFT, and 
LULAC. In addition, APALA LA has also been 
active with API FIRE (Asian Pacific Islander for 
Immigrant Rights and Empowerment) as they 
participated in a press conference on April 3rd 
that featured Congresswomen Judy Chu.

APALA Leaders and Dreamers lead the way 
for Immigration Reform 

“For far too long the needs 
of working and immigrant 
families have not been made 
a priority. The United States 
cannot dare to call itself a 
democratic nation so long 
as the voice of the people 
who provide daily essential 
services to keep this country 
running are left behind. 
AFSCME is proud to join hands 
with APALA in the fight for 
social and economic rights, 
protections in the workplace 
and through political action 
and legislative advocacy.”

– Lee Saunders, American 
Federation of State, County 
& Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME) President

Michigan
APALA Michigan has played an active role in 
advocating for immigration reform by urging 
the APA and Hispanic Commission to hold 
a joint immigration forum for leaders from 
both communities. The chapter helped recruit 

members to attend the April 10th immigration 
rally in Washington, DC. They also held an 
immigration forum with APIA vote to mobilize 
the community in support of the bill.

continued
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Nevada

Preceding the May Day Rally where Senator 
Harry Reid and AFSCME President Lee 
Saunders spoke in front of 2,000 people, 
APALA Nevada mobilized the APA community 
as the main organizer of an immigration reform 
town hall. The chapter also hosted APALA’s 
12th Biennial Convention. 

New York

The New York chapter kicked off the year with 
a successful lunar new year celebration and 
cohosted a widely attended API immigration 
forum as part of the New Yorkers for Real 
Immigration Reform campaign. The chapter 
officially endorsed John Liu for Mayor of New 
York and volunteered in his campaign leading 
up to the democratic primaries.

Orange County

Recently revived, the Orange County Chapter 
has started off strong with their new executive 
leadership. The chapter has been active in the fight 

for immigration reform and participated in a local 
rally for comprehensive immigration reform on 
October 5th.

San Diego

The San Diego Chapter has played an active 
role in electing Myrtle Cole for San Diego City 
Council in District 4 where she became the first 
woman and person of color on the council floor. 
Currently, the chapter is engaged in electing 
David Alvarez as the first Latino Mayor of San 
Diego.  On April 25th, the chapter co-hosted an 
APA immigration forum featuring community 
leaders and testimonies on worker rights, family 
unity, and pathway to citizenship. The chapter 
also held a reception during Filipino History 
Month to honor the contributions and leadership 
of Filipino Americans in the farm worker 
movement. During the October 5th National 
Day of Action for Immigrants, APALA National 
President Johanna Puno Hester spoke in front 
of 5000 attendees about need for immigration 
reform now.

San Francisco

APALA SF leaders took a stand against proposed 
elimination of the Equal Pay for Equal Work 
policy by the City and County of San Francisco. 
The chapter also co-hosted an immigration 
and worker rights hearing with SEIU 1021 
and other community partners. Afterwards on 
May 23rd, they organized an awards dinner to 
recognize APA union leaders while fundraising 
for convention.

Chapter Highlights continued

“The voices of Asian 
Americans and Pacific 
Islanders have never been 
more pronounced in our 
national discourse than 
they are today. With 
the help of committed 
partners like APALA, 
Congress is able to 
ensure that legislation 
adequately reflects the 
needs of our community. 
Together, we will continue 
the ongoing fight for 
justice and equality in our 
society.”

– Rep. Judy Chu (CA-27), 
Chair of the Congressional 
Asian Pacific American 
Caucus (CAPAC)
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Seattle

APALA Seattle organized an APA worker 
history exhibit through a grant from the City of 
Seattle. The chapter mobilized the community 
to collect worker interviews and photographs. In 
April, Seattle also featured APALA & other APA 
workers at the Association for Asian American 
Studies following their annual fundraising 
banquet & silent auction.

Texas
Texas leadership has worked to develop 
the chapter throughout key areas of AAPI 

population including Austin and Houston. In 
October, the chapter joined the Get Out of the 
Vote efforts with the AFL-CIO in Houston. 

Washington D.C.

APALA DC has been consistently engaging their 
members by hosting or featuring an event every 
month. APALA DC organized a chapter karaoke 
fundraiser, hosted workers from the Justice for 
Grand Isle Shipyard Campaign in February, 
and co-presented an API forum on immigration 
reform in April. The chapter also became a 
community partner for the APA Heritage Ball 
that was organized by the Conference on Asian 
Pacific American Leadership (CAPAL).

“Change is the engine 
that drives growth and 
development. We need to 
take a stand in protecting the 
value of change and ensure 
that policies in the United 
States reflect the nation’s 
shifting demographics and 
needs. With our shared 
commitment for worker, 
immigrant and civil rights, I 
am eager to continue working 
with APALA and proud of the 
successes they have already 
achieved.”

– Tefere Gebre, AFL-CIO 
Executive Vice President

Organizing Institute in California
In April, APALA held a three day Organizing 
Institute (OI) in Orange County. The OI 
trainers consisted of organizers and leaders 
representing the AFL-CIO, AFSCME, UDW, 
IBEW, SEIU, and IFPTE. In partnership with 
the AFL-CIO and the Orange County Labor 
Federation, the OI provided an opportunity for 

over 30 participants to become engaged in the 
organizing world as participants learned more 
about APIs in labor.  APALA National President 
Johanna Puno Hester, Lead Trainer, spoke about 
the importance of the OI serving as a vehicle to 
build power.

Over 30 organizers participated in a three day Organizing Institute in Orange County, California

Immigration Efforts, Hearings, Rallies
Of the 11 million immigrants in the United 
States aspiring to become American citizens, over 
1 million are Asian Pacific Americans (APAs). 
The APA community is the fastest growing 
demographic group in the country. APALA 
continues to be a key leader in the fight for 
comprehensive immigration reform that honors 
family reunification, upholds workers’ rights 
regardless of status and includes a pathway to 
citizenship.

April 10th Rally for Citizenship 
APALA joined tens of thousands of immigrant 
rights advocates and working families as they 
united in solidarity on the West Lawn of the U.S. 
Capitol for the April 10th Rally for Citizenship. 
Activists from throughout the nation gathered 
to urge Congress to pass comprehensive 
immigration reform that included a clear pathway 
to citizenship. Across the nation, various cities 
hosted dozens of “echo events” to further support 
the Washington, DC rally in the fight for 
comprehensive immigration reform.

“As a young worker in the 
labor movement, I commend 
APALA’s launch of the 
Youth Leaders Council and 
Young Leader’s Summit 
to foster the development 
of young APA progressive 
leaders. From young, 
bright leaders to seasoned 
veterans of the fight for 
educational justice, I’m 
committed to representing 
and championing the needs 
and rights of all those who 
APALA represents.”

– Monica Thammarath, 
Senior Liaison, NEA



6

The Asian American & Pacific Islander delegation including 
APALA’s Executive Director Gregory Cendana and APALA 
Michigan Chapter President Ying Gee speaks out for 
immigration reform in front of thousands outside the United 
States Capitol during the April 10th Rally for Citizenship

March for Dignity and Respect 
The March for Dignity and Respect took place 
on Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at the National 
Mall in Washington, DC. APALA marched 
alongside thousands of activists, leaders, and 
families to fight for comprehensive immigration 
reform. More than 30 members of Congress 
joined other prominent leaders of the labor 
movement to address the thousands gathered 
before the march to demand comprehensive 
immigration reform for all. At the end of the 
march, APALA’s own Executive Director 
Gregory Cendana bravely participated in an act 
of civil disobedience and was arrested alongside 
other Members of Congress and activists. 

APALA joins thousands of activists to in front of the U.S 
Capitol to demand common sense immigration reform during 
the March for Dignity and Respect on October 8, 2013.

“As a young Filipino gay man, I felt like it was an 
opportunity to really show Congress that we mean 
business and we want to make sure immigration 
reform passes. I demand 
that Congress pass 
legislation that provides 
a fair and inclusive 
pathway to citizenship, 
upholds worker rights, 
reunites families, and 
demilitarizes our border.”

Immigration Efforts, Hearings, Rallies continued

Thomas Perez Elected New U.S. Secretary of Labor 
APALA applauds Tom Perez’s appointment 
as the U.S. Secretary of Labor. As a child of 
immigrant parents, his previous victories on 
worker’s rights showcases how he is a true 
champion for worker, immigrant, and civil 
rights. The Department of Labor will continue 
to protect the rights of the American workforce 
under his leadership as APALA looks forward to 
closely working with Secretary Perez on issues 
affecting our community. 

As we welcome Secretary Perez, we also warmly 
thank former U.S. Secretary of Labor Hilda 
Solis for her commitment to APALA as a leader 
in our organizing efforts. During her time in 
office, Solis continually worked to grow the 

economy, create jobs, and invest in the nation’s 
youth. Secretary Solis was a great leader in the 
labor movement and we thank her for being 
such a strong advocate of APALA.

APALA leadership is grateful for Secretary Hilda Solis’ 
commitment to APALA as a strong advocate for worker, 
immigrant, and civil rights

“Every day, Asian 
Americans and Pacific 
Islanders contribute 
in countless ways to 
the dynamism of our 
workforce and the 
strength of our economy.  
As Secretary of Labor, I 
want to further create and 
expand opportunity for 
all Americans, including 
the AAPI community.  We 
will continue to fight 
discrimination, wage theft, 
and exploitation that 
keep American laborers, 
immigrant workers, and 
retirees from realizing 
their highest dreams.  I 
commend APALA’s 
continued leadership as 
we work together to give 
working families a voice, 
grow the middle class, 
and improve quality of life 
for everyone. ”

– Thomas E. Perez, U.S. 
Secretary of Labor

Coalition Building 
National Council of Asian Pacific 
Americans (NCAPA)
Founded in 1996, the National Council of Asian 
Pacific Americans is a coalition of thirty-one 

Asian Pacific American organizations from 
around the country that aims to represent the 
interests of AAPI communities and provide 
a national voice on policy issues. APALA is 
an active member of NCAPA and our own 
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Executive Director Gregory Cendana serves on 
the Executive Committee as Secretary, while 
Membership and Chapter Coordinator Diana 
Bui acts as co-chair of the Housing & Economic 
Justice Committee and Second Vice president 
Monica Thammarath acts as co-chair of the 
Education Committee. 

2013 Policy Summit
In May, NCAPA hosted their annual policy 
summit in Washington, DC. NCAPA partners 
throughout the nation convened to ensure all 
APA voices are heard while they organized 
around immigration reform. The summit aimed 
to connect attendees with administration and 
congressional offices while providing APA’s with 
necessary resources, materials, and trainings to 
become effective advocates in their communities. 
Participants conducted legislative visits to key 
congressional stakeholders on Capitol Hill.

NCAPA Executive Directors gather in front of the U.S. 
Capitol to show congress that immigration is an Asian 
Pacific American issue as they show their coalition support for 
comprehensive immigration reform.

President Obama Meets with Asian 
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific 
Islander Leaders 
APALA’s Executive Director Gregory 
Cendana joined 14 other prominent Asian 
Pacific American leaders from NCAPA 
partner organizations at the White House 
for a meeting with President Obama, senior 
White House Officials and staff from the 
White House Initiative on Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders. As a part of the Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month, the meeting 
addressed pressing issues affecting the APA 
community, most notably immigration 
reform, access to affordable health care for all 
Americans, and civil rights protections. APA 
Leaders asked President Obama to support 
family reunification, strengthen civil rights 
protections, and diversify federal appointments. 

They also voiced their concerns over issues 
featured in NCAPA’s Policy Platform. The 
meeting represented a major advance for the 
APA community, one of the fastest growing 
political and demographic powers in the United 
States.

NCAPA leaders meet with President Obama to discuss 
concerns they have for the APA community during Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month.

Reflecting on the Contributions of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Powerful leaders of the civil rights movement 
convened at the Mason Temple in Memphis, TN 
to remember the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. In addition, the historic strike by the 
1968 Memphis sanitation workers comprised 
of workers who were, and remained AFSCME 
members were honored during the the 45th Year 
Commemoration. President Johanna Hester was a 
featured panelist on economic and racial injustice 
which included prominent civil rights leaders such 
as Rep. Steven Cohen, NAACP President and 
CEO Benjamin Jealous, and AFSCME President 
Lee Saunders who became AFSCME’s first 
African American President in 2012. 

Johanna Puno Hester addresses the crowd at Mason Temple 
for the 45th Year Commemoration honoring the 1968 
Memphis Sanitation Workers and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
President Hester’s speech was given at the same temple MLK 
gave his famous last Mountain Top Speech. 

“Without fair immigration 
reform, we stand to lose the 
strength and vibrancy that 
millions of immigrations bring 
to our country. I proudly lend 
my hand to APALA in support 
of their steadfast fight for 
social and economic justice for 
all the hardworking families 
they represent.”

– Randi Weingarten, 
National President, AFT

“As a movement for workers’ 
rights, we will not take no 
for an answer. We must 
relentlessly push to gain 
political power and strength 
in numbers until we win 
collective bargaining rights, 
enforce workplace safety 
regulations, and ensure fair 
and equal worker’s rights 
for all regardless of any 
background qualifications. I 
am a happy and proud ally 
of APALA and will continue 
to lead the way to ensure 
the American Dream is 
accessible to all aspiring 
citizens.”

– Bhairavi Desai, Founding 
Member, New York Taxi 
Workers Alliance and AFL-CIO 
Executive Council Member 
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APALA would like to thank the NYS AFL-CIO for their continued support and 
printing of our Annual Report.
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Young Workers and Students 
DREAM Summer Program
APALA was proud to host two interns in the 
first Asian Pacific Islander DREAM Summer 
program led by our very own National Executive 
Board Member Kent Wong and Young Leader 
Council Appointee Catherine Eusebio. The 
API DREAM Summer Program had close to 
20 participants from throughout the nation. 
Yves Gomes was the APALA national office 
DREAM Intern while Regum Corpus worked 
with the APALA Los Angeles Chapter. Yves 
Gomes was the APALA national office Dream 
Summer Intern while Regum Corpus worked 
with the APALA Los Angeles Chapter.

Young Leaders Council 
Launched in the same year as APALA’s 
20thanniversary, the Young Leaders Council 
(YLC) continues to bring together APA youth of 
diverse backgrounds from across the nation. YLC 
representatives convene to discuss issues affecting 
their generation and collaborate to develop effective 
strategies to invoke change in their communities. 
We continue to strengthen intergenerational 
dialogue and engagement through our John 
Delloro Mentorship Program, which pairs students 
and young activists with seasoned advocates. 
APALA is proud to announce our new YLC 
appointees this year! Ryan Mariategue will serve 
as the new YLC Chair, Emmelle Israel will serve 
as the Vice-Chair, and Monica Thammarath will 
serve as the Secretary-Treasurer.

Generational Alliance
APALA and the Institute for Asian Pacific 
American Leadership and Advancement 
collaborated with Generational Alliance and 
their 23 partnering organizations to represent 
a variety of issues that were of interest to young 

leaders. As part of a national alliance of young 
people and youth organizations, APALA 
continued to expand our intergenerational 
work through building collective power for 
underrepresented and low-income communities. 
Generational Alliance serves as a bridge between 
disconnected sectors of youth civic engagement, 
including community-based youth organizing, 
campus organizing, leadership development, and 
cultural advocacy. 

Youth Immigration Advocacy Day
APALA participated alongside Generational 
Alliance, GetEQUAL, the United States 
Student Association, and Young People For 
Action in a Youth Immigration Advocacy Day 
held on Capitol Hill. As revisions continue to 
be made on the current immigration bill, young 
leaders from across the nation released Emerging 
Majority’s Stance on Immigration Reform, a joint 
statement from GA’s member organizations 
that reflects the views of millions of young 
Americans on immigration reform. In their joint 
statement, youth advocates urged policymakers 
on the Hill to turn their attention to fixing 
many flaws in the country’s broken immigration 
system. APALA and the young, bright leaders 
of Generational Alliance continue to fight for a 
country in which a piece of paper is not required 
to prove a person’s humanity. 

APALA participated alongside other young leaders from 
partnering organizations of the Generational Alliance to 
advocate for immigration reform on the hill.

Ryan Mariategue (left) will serve as the newly 
appointed YLC Chair while Emmelle Israel (right) 
will serve as the YLC Vice- Chair.

“I was honored to be a Dream Summer 
Intern at APALA. It was the best 
internship I have ever experienced. For 
the first time in my life, I was able to 
advocate alongside the Asian Pacific 
Islander (API) community on immigration 
and witnessed the power of our 
community in labor. I learned so much about the history 
of our movement and met leaders who continue to pave 

the way for our community’s progress.”
– Yves Gomes, APALA DREAM Summer Intern


