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APALA 2015 End of the Year Report
Founded in 1992, APALA is the first and only national organization 

of Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) union members and 

allies to advance worker, immigrant, and civil rights. As a membership based organization, APALA has 

20 Chapters and Pre-Chapters in 12 states, serving as a bridge connecting the AAPI community with the 

labor movement. In 2011, to ensure broader education, civic engagement, and capacity building for our 

communities, we established the Institute for Asian Pacific American Leadership & Advancement (IAPALA).

APALA 13th Biennial Convention
From August 14-18, 2015 in San Diego, CA, APALA hosted 
over 500 AAPI union members, community partners, and 
young leaders from around the country at APALA’s 13th Biennial 
Convention, Organizing In Solidarity, Building One 
Vision Forward! 

APALA was pleased to host an intergenerational conference 
of Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) workers, 
activists, and allies. This powerful convening continues 
the groundwork laid by decades of training programs 
including the Organizing Institute, our political program 
Every Vote Counts, and our series of successful immigrant 
rights hearings and worker congresses across the country. 
Highlights from #APALAcon15 include:

■■ Over 500 convention attendees

■■ 75 speakers through 5 plenaries,  14 workshops, 3 summits, 
and 8 caucuses including a plenary with 7 elected union 
women leaders: Luisa Blue (SEIU), Maria Elena Durazo 
(UNITE-HERE),  Esther Lopez (UFCW), Becky Pringle 
(NEA), Laura Reyes (AFSCME), Mary Cathryn Ricker (AFT), 
and moderator Josie Camacho (Alameda Labor Council)

■■ Strategy summits on undocumented AAPIs, Young 
Workers, the Movement for Black Lives, and a Townhall on 
Mass Criminalization

■■ Passage of 20 Resolutions by the APALA Delegates 

■■ March in support of the UNITE-HERE Local 30 workers 
fighting for a fair contract

■■ A rally to call out Senator Feinstein for challenging 
the California Trust Act and scapegoating immigrant 
communities

■■ 69 scholarship recipients including more than 40 
undocumented Asian American and Pacific Islander youth 
from across the country

About APALA

“Since our founding, APALA 
has been a leading voice 
on issues of racial justice 
in the labor movement 
and the broader Asian 
American and Pacific Islander 
community. From ending 
mass incarceration and mass 
deportation, addressing 
the heinous conditions in 
detention centers, the lack 
of quality education, the 
growing unemployment and 
underemployment rates, and 
any other criminalization 
that continues to plague 
us, APALA will continue to 
stand side by side with other 
people of color and refuse to 
be a wedge for our collective 
liberation.”

– Johanna Puno Hester, 
National President, Asian 
Pacific American Labor 
Alliance (APALA)
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“APALA continues to pave 
new roads for collaboration 
and solidarity. It is no 
surprise that your leadership 
has pushed the labor 
movement to be more 
inclusive, intentional and 
visionary. The AFL-CIO is 
proud to stand with the 
Asian American and Pacific 
Islander community and 
will work side by side in our 
collective struggle for racial, 
economic and social justice. ”

– Liz Shuler, Secretary-
Treasurer, AFL-CIO

Organizing Institute in Los Angeles 
APALA teamed up with the AFL-CIO Organizing Institute 
and the APALA Los Angeles Chapter to host our annual 
Organizing Institute (OI) Training on November 6-8 in Los 
Angeles, CA. Diverse participants from IBEW, UNAC/AFSMCE, 
UDW/AFSCME, LiUNA, SEIU, OPEIU, United Association 

(UA), and the 
Writers Union 
convened at the 
UCLA Downtown 
Labor Center 
and the Los 
Angeles County 
Federation of 

Labor to take part in the 3-day intensive training. APALA 
National Executive Board Member Kent Wong kicked off 
the OI by providing a historical context for AAPI migration 
patterns to the United States, while APALA National President 
Johanna Puno Hester highlighted the role of APALA and 
AAPI workers in the labor movement. This year, we had the 
privilege of having 8 woman lead trainers who helped equip 
participants with a thorough knowledge of how to become 
effective union organizers. Additionally, APALA co-sponsored 
ASPIRE-LA’s Expressions Event that showcased the talents 
of UndocuAPIs to build consciousness and strengthen the 
intersections of organizing. 

APALA New York Workers Congress
The APALA New York Chapter organized their first AAPI 
Workers Congress on May 9th with support from IBEW Local 
3, SEIU 1199, NYHTC, AFSCME DC 37, UFT, NYS AFL-CIO, and 
the NYC Central Labor Council. Dozens of participants from 
labor and community came together for a day full of critical 
discussions. Featuring keynote speaker Bhairavi Desai, AFL-
CIO Executive Council Member and Executive Director of the 
New York Taxi Workers 
Alliance, attendees 
learned about “shared 
economy” as well as the 
negative effects of ride 
sharing services. Former 
NYC Comptroller John 

Liu spoke about the role of AAPIs in politics and political action 
alongside Cheska Tolentino and Neal Kwatra. Others speakers 
discussed the impact of labor organizing led by Cathy Dang of 
CAAAV, David Ho of SEIU 1199, and Milan Rahman of UNITE-
HERE Local 100. The Workers Congress addressed a variety of 
AAPI worker challenges in the Northeast as community and 
labor came together to identify solutions to these problems.

AFL-CIO Organizing Institute 25th Year Celebration
On March 6–7, APALA joined over 700 organizers in 
Washington DC for the AFL-CIO 
National Organizers Workshop (NOW) 
to celebrate the 25-year anniversary 
of the Organizing Institute (OI). For 
decades, the OI brought together 
union leaders to share real-life 
organizing experiences in efforts 
to train, teach, and mentor union 
members to become activists and 

organizers. At the NOW conference, APALA teamed up with 
leaders from SEIU Local 1000 to host 
the “Using Lived Experiences to Push 
the Labor Movement and the AAPI 
Community Forward” workshop. Some 
APALA Young Leaders Council members 
also attended the conference and 
shared some of their reflections of the 
powerful conference. 

APALA Orange County Workers Congress
APALA hosted another AAPI Workers Congress at UFCW Local 324 in Orange 
County, CA on May 30th. Joined by members and leaders from the Orange County 
Labor Federation, United Domestic Workers of America, UFCW Local 324, UCLA 
Labor Center, University of California - Irvine Community and Labor Project, 
Orange County Asian Pacific Islander Community Alliance and Korean Resource 
Center in Los Angeles, participants engaged in workshops and panels focused 
on challenges AAPIs face in Orange County, which is home to 
the third largest AAPI population in the country. Kent Wong, 
APALA Founding President, and current director of the UCLA 
Labor Center, served as the keynote where he emphasized the 
important role the growing AAPI community will play in the 
political landscape in Orange County and beyond. 

“We appreciate the 
leadership of APALA to 
help us understand unions, 
how they benefit Asian 
Americans and Pacific 
Islanders and the role labor 
has played throughout 
the history of Hawaii. The 
Council on Native Hawaiian 
Advancement (CNHA) 
looks forward to partnering 
with APALA on both the 
local and national level to 
strengthen the relationship 
between unions and the 
Native Hawaiian community 
as well as advocating for 
policies that lift the tide for 
us all.”

– Michelle Kauhane, 
President, Council 
for Native Hawaiian 
Advancement
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“At the U.S. Department of Labor, 
we believe that our nation is 
stronger when prosperity is 
broadly shared. Providing workers 
with the tools and strategies 
needed to stand up and speak 
out is essential to creating greater 
opportunity. We look forward to 
continuing to work with APALA to 
ensure that the voice of the Asian 
American and Pacific Islander 
community is heard.”

– Chris Lu, U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of Labor

APALA Hawaii Workers Congress & Native 
Hawaiian Convention
On September 22-24, 2015, APALA National President 
Johanna Hester, 1st Vice President Monica Thammarath, and 
Executive Director Gregory Cendana participated in the 14th 
Annual Native Hawaiian Convention hosted by the Council 
for Native Hawaiian Advancement (CNHA) in Honolulu, 
HI. APALA leaders spoke on a panel of the importance of 
the labor movement 
and participated in 
sessions related to 
education, economic 
development, and 
broader Pacific 
Islander issues. On 

the last day of the convention, APALA held a Worker Congress 
to discuss issues pertinent to the Native Hawaiian community 
such as education, health and housing and how labor and 
community can partner. The Worker Congress includes 
attendance from the Hawaii AFL-CIO and representatives 
of the largest local unions in state United Public Workers/

AFSCME, Hawaii 
Government 
Employees 
Association/
AFSCME and Hawaii 
State Teachers 
Association/NEA.

“At a time when the working 
people are coming together in 
an unstoppable movement for 
change to raise wages, fight 
for comprehensive immigration 
reform and racial justice, and for 
affordable childcare and long 
term care, APALA plays a vital role 
in helping to build a better future 
for working families. By leading 
with fearlessness, innovation, and 
constant dedication APALA has 
become a force for developing 
the next generation of union 
organizers and a leading voice for 
the Asian American and Pacific 
Islander community and the 
labor movement. SEIU is proud 
to have been one of the founding 
unions of APALA and we remain 
steadfast in our partnership to 
stand with you in solidarity on 
our journey for justice and for an 
economy and democracy that 
work for all families.”

– Mary Kay Henry, 
International President, SEIU

Informational Picket Line to Denounce Wal-Mart
During the May 2015 APALA National Executive Board 
Meeting, graciously hosted by the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (IBEW) headquarters in Washington 
DC, APALA issued a statement to oppose the Asian Pacific 

American Institute for Congressional Studies (APAICS) board 
decision to honor Walmart at their 2015 annual gala. Board 
members, along with APALA DC members and community 
allies, formed an informational picket line outside of the 
APAICS gala venue at the Grand Hyatt Hotel to inform 
guests of Walmart’s history of promoting the proliferation 
of sweatshops, continuous violation of labor/environmental 
standards, and their prominent role in the race to the bottom 
by exploiting workers and contributing to world-wide poverty. 
For APAICS to honor Walmart during APAHM is an insult to 
Asian Pacific American workers and the rich history of Asian 
Pacific American labor. 

AFL-CIO Immigration Implementation Training
From March 31 to April 2, the AFL-CIO united over 200 union 
leaders from 26 different states for the We Rise! National 
Immigration Implementation Training in Washington DC. 
The training aimed to provide organizers an understanding 
of how the struggle for worker rights and immigrant rights 
intersect. APALA President Johanna Puno Hester was a speaker 
on the “Out of the Shadows and into the Streets!” panel where 
she helped highlight how we won executive action and what 
is labor’s role moving forward. In addition, APALA Executive 
Director Gregory Cendana served as a panelist on the 
“Building Power through Community Engagement” plenary 

where he emphasized the crucial role constituency groups will 
play and why it is important to be inclusive of AAPIs in the 
implementation phase of the executive action.

Deferred Action for the Filipino American Community
On June 19th, APALA partnered with the Embassy of the Republic of 
the Philippines, iAmerica, Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU), and BB&T to co-host a DACA/DAPA Forum at the Fil-Am 
Multicultural Center in Oxon Hill, Maryland. The forum served as an 
opportunity for members of the Filipino community to learn more 
about the application process, qualification criteria, and challenges 
regarding DACA and DAPA. Many of the expanded programs under 
DACA are not well publicized to the AAPI community so the main 
purpose of the forum was to help remedy that. 
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AAPI & Black Artists Delegation to Ferguson
In partnership with Hands Up United (HUU), APALA 
coordinated a delegation of Asian American & Pacific 
Islander (AAPI) artists to Ferguson, MO on June 4-5 titled: 
A Culture of Resilience, Resistance and Restoration – Black 
and AAPI Communities United Through the Arts. Through 
expression, art and culture, the artists from the respective 
communities strived to show the similarities amongst the 
groups while signifying the need to come together to fight 
against racial and economic injustice.

Members of the delegation included activist and storyteller 
Taz Ahmed, spoken work artist Terisa Siagatonu, current 
APALA National President Johanna Puno Hester, standup 

AFL-CIO Next Up Young Worker Summit
The AFL-CIO Young Workers Summit 
brought over 1000 young workers 
together to change the debate about 
the role of young workers in the labor 
movement. Among the many workshops 
offered at the Young Workers Summit, 
APALA helped organize the Labor Coalition for Community 
Action (LCCA) “Think Globally, Act Locally: The Power of 
Constituency Groups” workshop with representatives from each 
constituency group. Panelist explored how workers, through 

diversity, continue to collaborate and mobilize for a stronger 
labor movement inclusive of all working people. Constituency 
groups play a vital role in representing the unique strengths 
and challenges in the labor movement. 

“UNITE-HERE is committed 
to improving the lives of 
hardworking low-wage 
workers and their families, 
many of whom are 
immigrants. Workers in the 
hotel, food service, and 
gaming industries deserve 
to be treated with respect, 
dignity, and paid a living 
wage. APALA understands 
this and has worked 
tirelessly in its pursuit. We 
look forward to continuing 
our partnership with this 
great organization. ” 

– D. Taylor, President,  
UNITE-HERE

“All workers, including 
immigrants and people of 
color, deserve equal pay, 
benefits and a voice on the 
job. It is our movement’s 
goal for as many workers 
as possible to benefit from 
the union difference and we 
are so proud to know that 
APALA joins us in this vision 
to represent and advocate 
for the Asian American and 
Pacific Islander community. 
The UFCW commends 
you for your continued 
leadership and looks 
forward to the partnership 
for years to come.”

– Esther Lopez, Secretary-
Treasurer, UFCW

50th Anniversary of Delano Grape Strike
During Labor Day Weekend, 
APALA was proud to celebrate and 
commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of the Delano Grape Strike with 
the Filipino American National 
Historical Society, their chapter 
in Delano, Assemblymember Rob 
Bonta and generations of activists 
in Delano, CA. The leadership and 
courage of the Filipino farmworkers, 
the Manongs, contributed to the 
formation of the United Farm Workers of America (UFW) 
50 years ago. The success of the Delano Grape Strike and its 
legacy serves as a powerful reminder of the strength of union 
organizing, of what can be achieved when workers organize 
across racial boundaries as a collective. APALA is committed to 
telling their stories of organizing, struggle, and resistance, and 
will always remember the unsung heroes: the Manongs. Later 
in September, APALA leaders joined the UFW at the “Forty 

Acres” complex outside Delano, now 
a National Historic Landmark. 

Larry Itliong, a Filipino-American 
labor leader in the farm labor 
movement of the 1960s, was also 
honored with an annual holiday 
in the state of California. Itliong’s 
birthday, October 25th, will now 
be recognized as Larry Itliong Day. 
Although not a household name 

like Caesar Chavez, Itliong was the man who organized the 
first walkout of Filipino workers in September of 1965 and 
prompted Chavez’s involvement in the labor movement. An 
inaugural celebration to honor Itliong was held in Oakland, 
CA on October 19, 2015, along with a parade in Los Angeles 
on October 24, 2015, and a movie screening of “The Delano 
Manongs: Forgotten Heroes of the United Farm Workers” in 
Stockton, CA on October 25, 2015.

National Voter Registration Day
APALA continued our partnership with the Bus Federation, Voto Latino, Non Profit 
VOTE, League of Women Voters, Fair Elections Legal Network, and Rock The Vote as the 
working group responsible for growing and elevating National Voter Registration Day 
(NVRD). We are happy to note that NVRD has been solidified as a national holiday with 
the help of thousands of volunteers, hundreds of organizations, and a presence in all 50 
states in every form of U.S. media. In its third year of existence, the 2015 NVRD recruited 
2,263 partners, 10,802 volunteers and registered 154,500 voters online and in the field 
on Tuesday, September 22, 2015. We are particularly proud that we made 1,018,471,102 
unique media impressions and 341,362,713 social media impressions. 

continued
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“APALA has been at the 
forefront of advocating for 
the Asian American and 
Pacific Islander community in 
the labor movement since its 
inception and continues to be 
a driving force for change here 
in Washington and across the 
country.  The organization 
remains steadfast in 
their efforts to uplift the 
connections between 
deportations, conditions 
in detention centers, mass 
incarceration and the struggle 
for equitable employment and 
educational opportunities. I 
am grateful to APALA for their 
dedication to our communities 
and for continuing to fight for 
all workers and their families.”

– Senator Pramila Jayapal, 
D-WA 

“APALA continues to be a 
strong and necessary voice 
for the Asian American and 
Pacific Islander community 
more than two decades after 
its founding. I look forward 
to continuing our work 
together to make sure that 
the AAPI community has a 
strong voice on Capitol Hill 
and across the country. ”

– Congresswoman Judy 
Chu (CA-27), Chair of the 
Congressional Asian Pacific 
American Caucus (CAPAC)

AAPI & Black Artists Delegation to Ferguson continued
comedian Jenny Yang, queer/transgender Tamil-Sri Lankan 
American actor/writer/comedian D’Lo, and the Executive 
Vice President of AFL-CIO Tefere Gebre.

Through art and culture, the delegation cultivated a 
powerful moment to develop a deeper understanding of 

shared struggle while celebrating the differences in our 
communities. APALA organizes in solidarity alongside Black 
communities in order to fight against a system constantly 
developing divide-and-conquer techniques across all 
communities of color.

AAPI Behind Bars: Exposing the School to Prison  
to Deportation Pipeline
Over a year ago, APALA co-hosted a panel alongside the AFL-
CIO and the Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC) 
titled, “Shattering the Model Minority Myth: Asian Pacific 
Islanders in Mass Incarceration” to shed light on the impacts 
of the criminal justice system in the AAPI communities. 
The panel was a direct rebuttal to the model minority myth 
and focused the conversation on the intersections of mass 
incarceration and mass deportations to the school-to-prison 
pipeline within our communities.

Since then, APALA has continued 
to partner with numerous national 
organizations to strategize how to better 
address the often-overlooked impact 
that the criminal justice system and 
mass incarceration have on the AAPI 
communities. As a result, APALA in 
partnership with AAPI inmates in the 
San Quentin Restoring Our Own True 
Selves (ROOTS) program, co-hosted the 
first ever AAPIs in Mass Incarceration 
Convening in Oakland, CA on June 26-
27. The convening, titled “AAPIs Behind 
Bars: Exposing the School to Prison 
to Deportation Pipeline,” brought 
together over 100 leaders, including 
formerly incarcerated AAPI individuals, 
advocates, community organizers, labor 
organizers, educators, funders, and 

policymakers to San Quentin State Prison to hear from and 
speak with inmates who are directly impacted by our broken 
criminal justice system. Following the ROOTS Symposium, 
the AAPIs Behind Bars convening participants took part in 
an all-day conference at the Alameda Labor Council, AFL-
CIO in order to build relationships and foster collaborative 
action with AAPI leaders working on the intersecting issues 
of school discipline, racial profiling, police brutality, the 
criminal justice system, and deportation.

AFL-CIO Labor Commission on Race and Economic 
Justice and Criminal Justice Reform Strategy Session
APALA serves on the AFL-CIO Racial Justice Advisory 
Council alongside a diverse group of labor leaders who are 
committed to discussing the role of race in unions, work 
environment, and in our communities. As part of an ongoing 
series of constructive internal 
dialogues, APALA participated 
in the Labor Commission on 
Race and Economic Justice 
Hearing co-hosted by the 
Alameda Labor Council and 
AFL-CIO in Oakland, CA 
on October 21, 2015. Labor 
leaders engaged in a town 
hall on mass incarceration 
that featured speakers from 
labor, community, and 

formerly incarcerated individuals to delve deeper into 
how the criminal justice system deeply impacts all of us 
in various ways. Moreover as representatives of workers 
and communities affected by mass incarceration, unions 

came together during the 
AFL-CIO Criminal Justice 
Reform Strategy Session in 
Washington, DC on October 
26-27, 2015, to deliberate 
approaches to organizing 
prison workplace issues, 
restoration of rights, economic 
and social impacts, and the 
privatization of prisons.
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“As the first Filipino American 
ever elected to the California 
State Legislature, I’m 
grateful to highlight the 
deep contributions of the 
Asian American and Pacific 
Islander community to the 
Labor Movement. For nearly a 
quarter of a century, APALA 
has continued that legacy by 
fighting for fair wages and 
dignified working conditions 
for our AAPI brothers and 
sisters and all workers across 
the country. I am thankful 
to partner with APALA 
to further the tradition of 
advocacy started so long ago, 
and I know that together we 
can improve the lives of every 
Californian.” 

– Rob Bonta, California 
Assemblymember

AAPI Behind Bars Congressional Briefing  
and Report
In collaboration with the Asian Prisoner Support Committee 
(APSC), National Education Association (NEA), Southeast 
Asian Resource Action Center (SEARAC), and Advancing 
Justice – Los Angeles, APALA issued a detailed report 
highlighting the AAPI Behind Bars convening that took 
place earlier this year. The report will raise awareness 
about the issue of mass 
incarceration in relation 
to the AAPI community by 
exploring the connections 
between the school to prison 
to deportation pipeline 
that exists in the AAPI 
community. On December 2, 
2015, the AAPI Behind Bars 
Organizing Committee hosted 
a congressional “AAPIs in 
Mass Incarceration” briefing 
in collaboration with the 
Congressional Asian Pacific 

American Caucus (CAPAC) to highlight initial findings 
from the report regarding AAPIs. Moreover, the group met 
with members of the White House Criminal Justice Advisory 
Council to help raise awareness about the implications of the 
criminal justice system in the AAPI community.  

Chapter Updates
Alameda

The Alameda chapter hosted over 200 members and activists 
during their annual Lunar New Year Celebration in February 
and honored UNITE-HERE Local 2850 President, Wei Ling 
Huber and IBEW International Representative, Victor Uno, 
for their staunch leadership in the labor movement in the 
Bay Area and nationwide. The chapter also collaborated with 
iAmerica, the Alameda Labor Council, and other community 
organizations to co-host the Know Your Rights! Immigration 
Resource Fair in April. The chapter also participated in the 
first of its kind conference held inside San Quentin State 
Prison in collaboration with the Asian Prisoners Support 
Committee’s ROOTS program to expose the school to prison 
to deportation pipeline. To round out their year, APALA 
Alameda joined the Alameda Labor Council, AFL-CIO 
Commission on Race and Economic Justice and the Asian 
Prisoners Support Committee to highlight the impact 
of criminalization and mass incarceration in the AAPI 
community in November and joined hundreds in Union 
City in December for the celebration of the first school to be 
named after Founding members of the United Farm Workers, 
Larry Itliong and Philip Vera Cruz. 

Hawaii

The APALA Hawaii chapter participated in the 2015 Native 
Hawaiian Convention along with APALA National President 
Johanna Hester, 1st Vice President Monica Thammarath, 
and Executive Director Gregory Cendana to discuss critical 
issues impacting the Asian American and Pacific Islander 
communities in Hawaii. The chapter also hosted and 
facilitated a meeting to connect state and national labor 
leaders on key ways the labor movement can play to better 
support and stand with the AAPI communities in Hawaii. 

Los Angeles

From hosting a delegation of Japanese fast food workers, 
taking part in ongoing roundtable meetings with AAPI 
organizations and the Los Angeles Mayor’s Office, to 

“In the California prison 
system, AAPI prisoners 
are officially categorized 
as “other.” This historic 
convening seeks to break 
down the invisibility 
and lack of awareness 
impacting AAPIs in the 
era of mass incarceration 
and deportation. We will 
also provide a platform 
for currently incarcerated 
AAPIs to voice their needs 
and concerns on how we 
can support them to end the 
cycle of incarceration.”  

– Eddy Zheng, Co-Chair, 
Asian Prisoner Support 
Committee 
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“Asian Americans don’t 
come into movements 
to disappear into them 

– we come in to change, 
transform and help evolve 
them and ourselves. There 
isn’t a more important time 
for movements to come 
together to tackle critical 
issues like public education, 
living wage standards, 
policing, civil rights, and the 
wealth gap. I love APALA 
for its deep commitment 
to intersectionality and 
movement building; it 
will make all of us who 
care deeply about social 
justice unionism that much 
stronger.”

– Helen Gym, Councilmember, 
City of Philadelphia

“Since its founding, APALA 
has been an unwavering 
link between the American 
labor movement and the 
AAPI community. Regardless 
of nationality, this bond has 
inspired workers across the 
country to stand together to 
say, ‘An injury to one is an 
injury to all.’ Mahalo to the 
members of APALA for their 
support and I look forward 
to our continued work 
together.” 

– Senator Mazie K. Hirono, 
D-HI

engaging union members in the annual Organizing Institute 
to become union activists, APALA LA continues to organize 
around issues impacting AAPI workers while actively 
mobilizing AAPI activists from all backgrounds and ages.

Michigan

In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Bloody Sunday 
and the Selma to Montgomery March, the APALA Michigan 
Chapter organized their members and partners to participate 
in the commemorative march. Additionally, APALA Michigan 
Young Leaders Council appointee Calvin Gee helped raise 
over $22,600 to support families and victims impacted by the 
Nepal Earthquake.  

New Jersey

APALA New Jersey participated in Fight For $15 rallies and 
attended conferences throughout the year to advocate for 
the need to raise home care workers’ and other low wage 
workers’ wages to $15/hour. During the New York Workers 
Congress, APALA New Jersey’s president David Ho attended as 
a speaker on the panel. The chapter also participated in the 
formation of the 1199 SEIU API Caucus and gave recognition 
certificates to API members of the chapter for their work 
in helping and advocating for their communities. 

New York
The APALA New York chapter organized their annual 
Lunar New Year dinner celebration in February for over 
100 members and welcomed 10 new APALA Lifetime 
Warriors who were recognized for their commitment and 
lifelong dedication to advancing APALA’s work. The chapter 
organized the first AAPI Workers Congress in May and 
included keynote speaker Bhairavi Desai of the New York

Taxi Workers Alliance and AFL-CIO Executive Council 
Member. In August, the chapter helped facilitate a workshop 
in Flushing on the history and importance of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 (VRA). Following the workshop, the New 
York chapter participated in a rally in August at Foley Square 
to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the VRA.

Nevada

APALA Nevada kept steady in their political work and 
continued the partnership with National Voter Registration 
Day (NVRD). Members of the chapter helped registered over 
80 new voters on NVRD and saw the need and potential for 
further civic engagement with the AAPI communities both 
within and outside of the labor movement. The chapter 
hopes to increase the number of registered voters as they 
build up momentum for 2016.

Sacramento 

APALA welcomes our newest chapter that formed this year in 
Sacramento, CA! The newly elected leadership of the APALA 
Sacramento Chapter include President Jammi Juarez (IBEW 
1245), 1st Vice-President Dean Murakami (AFT LU 2279 
), 2nd Vice-President Ivan Pereda (IBEW 1245), Secretary 
Robert Dawa (Teamsters 2010), and Treasurer Celia Rivera 
(SEIU-USWW Retired). The chapter’s goals for 2016 are: 
to promote and assist with voter registration of the API 
community; partner with API organizations; focus on API 
labor issues; and support the API Caucus Candidates in the 
Sacramento area.
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San Diego

Members of the APALA San Diego Chapter led the way in 
welcoming over 500 AAPI workers to the city of San Diego for 
APALA 13th Biennial Convention. Participants from across 
the country took to the streets and joined APALA San Diego 
leaders and activists in rallying and marching for worker, 
immigrant and racial justice.

San Francisco 

APALA San Francisco Chapter continues to display their 
grassroots activism in protesting, rallying, and advocating for 
low wage workers. Al Jazeera America highlighted APALA SF 
members that took to the streets and demanded higher wages 
for workers as part of the nationwide Fight for $15 movement 
while the Asian Journal covered the chapter’s efforts to fight 
against corporate evictions of low income Filipino-American 
tenants in the South of Market District in San Francisco. 

Seattle 

The Seattle chapter participated in the annual May 1st 
Immigrant and Workers March and Rally in May. The 
chapter also held their 16th annual fundraising banquet 
and raised   $1,600 to support Nepal earthquake relief and 
featured local cultural artists, Seattle Kokon Taiko and Troy 
Osaki, whose spoken word poems reminded members of 

the AAPI communities to remember their Asian American 
history and resistance:  No Justice, No Peace! They also 
marched in the Pride Parade in the summer and raised 
money for the Asian Counseling and Referral Service’s 
food bank at the Walk for Rice. In November, the chapter 
participated in the summit of Communities of Color 
Coalition for Climate Justice and received recognition by the 
Northwest Asian Weekly in December as they honored two 
of the Chapter leaders:  Rick Polintan and Mel Kang for their 
extensive volunteer time and leadership to numerous Asian 
community groups and efforts, including APALA.

Texas

APALA Texas stands with postal workers who remain 
steadfast in organizing for sustainable jobs, fair wages, 
and are committed to providing essential services to keep 
America running. Their combined efforts to reinvest in the 
American postal service industry through its union workers 
continue to be a critical fight in the entire labor movement.

Washington DC

The APALA DC Chapter partnered with NCAPA’s Housing and 
Economic Justice Committee to host a series of AAPI worker 
roundtables throughout the year at the NEA. During APAHM, 
members came out in numbers to join APALA National 
Executive Board Members for an informational picket line 
denouncing Wal-Mart and corporate greed. Moreover, APALA 
DC rallied with National CAPACD to save affordable housing 
for Museum Square Apartment residents, home to nearly 
half of DC Chinatown’s remaining Chinese population. 
The tenants organized and APALA DC helped issue a letter 
alongside 28 other organizations urging DC Mayor Muriel 
Bowser to take action and stop the evictions. To wrap up 
the year, APALA DC joined API Resistance in welcoming 
Japanese leaders from the All Okinawan Council as they co-
hosted a panel discussing global fights against U.S. military 
imperialism, militarized police, and state violence. 

APALA would like to thank the NYS AFL-CIO for their continued 
support and printing of our Annual Report.
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