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Make sure your vote counts! 
Here are SEVEN SIMPLE STEPS you can 
take to protect your voting rights. 
 
1. Call the local elections office to verify the 

location of your polling place and ask about any 
new voting procedures or requirements. 
Locations may have changed, and a vote cast at the 
wrong place might not get counted.  Ask about any 
new procedures or ID requirements. 

2. Check to make sure you are Registered. If you 
just registered this year and did not receive a 
registration card in the mail, check to make sure that 
there were no problems with your registration.  It is 
important to check especially if you have moved 
recently, changed your name, or have not voted in 
recent elections. 

3. Bring identification to the polls in case it is 
needed, preferably government-issued ID or a utility 
bill, phone bill or paycheck with your name and 
current street address. 

4. Ask for help from poll workers and check posted 
information signs if you have questions or need 
assistance. 

5. Make sure you cast a vote. If you arrive late in the 
day and are in line when the polls close, you should 
stay in line because you are entitled to vote. 

6. If you are offered a provisional ballot because of 
a question about your eligibility, ask if you can 
cast a regular ballot by providing additional ID or if 
you have moved recently, by going to your previous 
polling place. If no alternative is available or 
practical, cast a provisional ballot. 

7. If you have a voting rights problem, ask to speak 
with the chief election official or a voting rights 
volunteer at the polls or call the toll-free nationwide 
Election Protection Hotline, 1-866-OUR-VOTE, a 
project of a coalition of groups promoting voting 
rights. 
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� � Harassment of any kind of the polls 
� � Photographing or videotaping voters as 

they enter or exit 
� � Any attempts to intimidate voters 
� � Refusing to allow registered voters to vote 
� � Challenging voters ballots for any reason 
� � Interference with voters 
� � Disturbances at the polls 
� � Extremely long lines 
� � Broken voting machines 
� � Turning away registered voters because 

they have recently moved 
� � Refusing to allow liberate voters or voters 

with disabilities to be assisted by a person 
of their choice 

� � Threats to report voters to immigration 
officials 

� � Refusing to provide ballots in Spanish or 
other languages for non-English speaking 
voters 

� � Not enough ballots 
� � Delayed opening of polls 
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Get the FACTS on 

Proposition 2 and Affirmative Ac tion 

Don’t forget to vote on the ballot propositions, especially Proposition 2.   If Proposal 2 passes, it will end 
affirmative action in Michigan, eliminating health care and other resources allocated for women and 
people of color.  
 
The Asian Caucus along with Republicans, Democrats, business, labor, social and religious organizations 
have joined together to defend affirmative action programs in Michigan. .  As Asian Americans we can 
increase our presence at the voting booth on November 7, 2006 and come together with a more 
unified voice by voting no on Proposition 2.   
 
What does this amendment do? 
It will immediately eliminate opportunities for women and minorities to have equal access to jobs, 
education and contracts in Michigan.  It is a huge step backward that will roll back progress made by 
women and minorities and thousands of Michigan families. 
 
Who is behind this proposal? 
A group of California millionaires led by Ward Connerly, who was paid $1.1 million in 2004 to push anti-
affirmative action activities throughout the country.   
 
Does this proposal end preferences? 
No.  Veterans often get preferences in workplaces and on campuses — which usually benefit men more 
than women. The children of alumni get preferential treatment over others in admission to college. Friends 
help friends and acquaintances get jobs. Affirmative Action helps open doors for women and minorities 
who often don©t have those connections.  
 
What are some of the effects if Prop 2 Passes?  

� � A potential decrease in the number of doctors, lawyers and other professionals willing to serve the 
state’s and nation’s underserved communities, with serious implications for health status and 
leadership development in communities of color 

� � A potential reduction in recruitment or apprenticeship programs designed to increase opportunity 
for minorities and women in the skilled trades—fields in which their access has historically been 
very low 

� � A potential reduction in scholarships, fellowships and grants at all levels of education that take 
gender, race, ethnicity or national origin into account, including those designated for students 
descended from various European nationalities. 

Why should Women and Asian Americans care? 
 If this constitutional amendment passes –   

� � All state and local gender specific programs, including 
breast, cervical and prostate cancer screenings, 
prenatal programs, and domestic violence programs 
would be prohibited.  

� � Eliminate state outreach efforts to minority-owned 
businesses for contracting.  

� � End funding for minority health professionals, the 
Healthy Asian American Project from the Michigan 
Department of Community Health and men in nursing 
programs 
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What you need to know about Voting in Michigan. 

 
� � First-time voters who register by mail and do not provide ID verification with 

registration are required to produce photo or non-photo ID.   
� � Provisional ballots are counted if it is established that the voter is eligible to 

vote and that the voter cast the ballot in the correct precinct.   
� � There are no early voting provisions.   
� � An excuse is required for absentee voting. 
� � To find your polling place, visit:  www.mypollingplace.com 

For more information c ontac t: 
Asian Pac ific  Islander Americ an (APIA) Vote: www.apiavote.org 
One Mic higan United, Asian Pac ific  Amerian Cauc us:  www.oneunitedmic higan.org  
Asian Pac ific  Americ an Labor Allianc e (APALA) Mic higan Chapter: www.apalanet.org  

 

 


